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REMARKS 


Response to Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. §103 

Claims 1 , 40-43 and 47-53 were rejected by the Examiner under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as 
being unpatentable over Kieturakis U.S. Pat. No. 5,794,626) in view of Tihon et al. {U.S. Pat 
No. 5,415,656). 

Applicants have amended claim 1 to call for three longitudinal driving members for 
moving the outer sheath and the elongated shaft and expanding or contracting the tissue cutting 
member and one rotating driving member for the cutting member. The references cited by the 
Examiner fail to teach all the claimed features of claim 1 , so claim 1 and those claims which 
depend from claim 1 overcome the rejections. 

Claims 44-45 were rejected by the Examiner under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kieturakis ('626) in view of Tihon et al. ('656) further in view of Treat (U.S. 
Pat. No. 4,493,320). However, Treat fails to make up for the deficiencies of Kieturakis and 
Tihon as discussed above, so the rejection is not supported by these references. 
Conclusion 

Applicants believe that the pending claims are directed to patentable subject matter. 
Further consideration pursuant to the concurrently filed RCE and an early allowance are 
earnestly solicited. 


EDWARD J. LYNCH 
Patent Attorney 
One Embarcadero Center 
Suite 562 

San Francisco, CA 94111 
Telephone: (415)646.8028 
Facsimile: (415)646.8035 


PACE 9/9 ■ RCVD AT 5/23/2008 2:1 9:48 PM (Eastern Daylight Tlmel ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-«/24 * DNIS:2738300 • C8ID:41 5 646 8035 ■ DURATION (mm-ss):03-*8 


Respectfully submitted, 



Registration No. 24,422 
Attorney for Applicants 


6 


Serial No. 10/790,173 
Atty. Docket No. SENOP-00103 
2199-1 


